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REMARKS 
Claim Status 

Claims 15 and 27-30 are canceled without prejudice. Claims 1-14, 16-26, and 31 
are currently pending, of which claims 1, 10, and 26 have been amended and claim 31 is 
new* No new matter has been entered. 

Rejections 

Claims 1-6, 8, 9, 1 1-15, 17-20, and 22-25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Mathur et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,439,967) in view of 
Mathur (U.S. Patent No. 5,643,600), Claims 7, 16, 26, and 30 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Mathur et al. 

Appli cant s have amended independent claims 1 and 26 to recite that the 
ethoxylatcd acyclic polyol ester of a fatty acid has "a fatty acyl chain length of C10 to 
CI 6". Support for this amendment is found in the as-filed specification; for example, on 
page 4, lines 3-4. Neither Mathur ct al., nor Mathur teaches or suggests this feature. 
Mathur et al. is completely silent with respect to an ethoxylated acyclic polyol ester of a 
fatty acid. And Mathur merely discloses one specific ethoxylated acyclic polyol ester of a 
fatty acid having a fatty acyl chain length of CIS (see col. 3, line 15: PEG-9 glyceryl 
monstearate), without any indication whatsoever of the suitability or operability of 
ethoxylated acyclic polyol esters of a fatty acid having fatty acyl chain lengths of less 
than CI 8. 

Applicants accordingly submit that independent claims 1 and 26 are patentably 
distinct from Mathur et al. and Mathur, both taken alone and in combination. Dependent 
claims 2-9, 11-14, and 16-25 depend from independent claim 1, and therefore, they are 
perforce also patentably distinct from the Mathur et al. and Mathur, both taken alone and 
in combination. In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
the Section 103 rejections. 
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The office action indicates that claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and intervening claims. Claim 10 has been amended 
as suggested, and thus, Applicants submit that claim 10 is in condition for allowance. 



This response represents an earnest effort to place the application in proper form 
and to distinguish the invention as now claimed from the applied references. In view of 
the above-discussion, reconsideration of this application, entry of the amendments 
presented herein, and allowance of claims 1-14, 16-26, and 31 are all respectfully 



\ 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Conclusion 



requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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